
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Conference or Convention Arrivals to Australia  
December 2007 Update 
 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) publishes short-term international arrivals to Australia on a monthly basis. The 
data is collected from passenger cards that international visitors complete when they enter Australia. These cards 
request information including purpose of visit, demographics and trip details. The following analysis focuses on 
international arrivals whose main purpose of visit was to attend a conference and convention in Australia. 

Highlights 
> There were 188,000 convention or conference arrivals during the year ended 31 December 2007, an increase of 10 per 
cent year-on-year. In addition, overall business arrivals increased 7 per cent year-on-year, while total arrivals to Australia 
increased 2 per cent. Refer to Table 1. 

> There were 45,200 convention or conference arrivals to Australia during the three months ended 31 December 2007, 
an increase of 7 per cent year-on-year. In addition, overall business arrivals increased 2 per cent year-on-year, while total 
arrivals to Australia decreased 2 per cent. Refer to Table 1. 

> There were 7,200 convention or conference arrivals during December 2007, a decrease of 10 per cent year-on-year. In 
addition, overall business arrivals decreased 1 per cent year-on-year, while total arrivals to Australia decreased 4 per 
cent.  

Chart 1: Number of convention or conference visitors to Australia by country of residence 
Calendar Year 2007 compared 2006 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Overseas Arrivals and Departures 

 

  
 

 
  
  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
NB. The arrows in the above chart represent percentage change in convention/conference arrivals in Calendar Year 2007  
compared to 2006. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

Table 1: Number of visitor arrivals to Australia by purpose of visit and country of residence 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Overseas Arrivals and Departures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

*A business visitor is defined in the above table as an international visitor who came to Australia for business or convention/conference 
as their main purpose of journey 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Overseas Arrivals and Departures, 3401.0. ABS data used with permission from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics www.abs.gov.au 

NB: Tourism Research Australia (TRA) also collects information on international arrivals to Australia on a quarterly basis through the 
International Visitor Survey (IVS). It is possible to analyse convention or conference arrivals in terms of expenditure, nights, states or 
territories visited, accommodation and transport used, country of residence, repeat visitation etc. However, data should only be used for 
indicative purposes only due to small sample sizes at this level of analysis. For general information on the IVS, visit 
http://www.tra.australia.com/ or for more tailored analysis contact research@tourism.australia.com. 

 
This analysis was produced by Tourism Australia for Tourism Events Australia.  
For further information, please contact Leah Fletcher lfletcher@tourism.australia.com 

 




